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GORFIBENTIAL

OLC 72-0786

11 July 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Developments During Your Absence

1. Representative Rangel Request for Reports on Drug Traffic,

You will recall that on 13 June I wrote Rangel saying that in
view of his continued interest in obtaining copies of certain Agency reports
on the illicit drug traffic, we were reexamining the possibility of declassifying
at least some of these reports. On 28 June, Rangel wrote Ingersoll of BNDD
requesting the same material. Ingersoll has referred the request to us.
(Tab A) The whole problem has been taken up with the White House, where
Walter Minick, Bud Krogh's deputy, apparently opposes declassification of
any material on the illicit drug traffic., The matter is now being reviewed
by David Young, Executive Secretary of the Interagency Review Committee
on Classification, whose decision is expected momentarily, If Young agrees
with Minick that none of the reports can be released, we should be prepared
for possible legal action, and OGC has been in touch with Justice in this
regard,

Rangel seems determined to press for a showdown. On 10 July
he issued a public statement charging that CIA's "paranoid quest for secrecy"
was keeping vital information about the drug traffic from the American public,
and that we were '"covering up for the international merchants of death.'

(Tab B)

2. Representative Aspin's Letter on Opium Smuggling.

Aspin's 27 June letter to you which appeared in the Congressional
Record on that date was received by the Agency on 3 July. We immediately
asked Aspin's office for the '"additional information' which he said he had
received from Alfred McCoy. Upon examination, this additional information
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appears to be essentially the same as that which McCoy had provided the
Proxmire Subcommittee in support of his testimony there several weeks ago.
(See Tab C for that portion of the material McCoy provided Aspin which deals
with the Agency and Air America.) FE has requested the field to report on
the detailed allegations. '

Attached at Tab D is a copy of Aspin's 27 June letter to you, together
with an excerpt from the Congressional Record of 30 June containing Charlie
Gubser's comments and a copy of your reply to Aspin.

3. Allegations of Preferential Treatment Being Given to Air America.

Scoop Jackson has received a letter (Tab E) from an outfit in
Vientiane called Lao Air Development which complains that Air America is
overcharging U. S, agencies and which offers comparable services at substantially
lower rates. Craig Jarrell, who signed the letter, claims he is in touch with
Jack Anderson on the matter. We promised Jackson's offlce we would check
on the facts, which DDS is d01ng

4. Legislative Interdepartmental Group Meeting,

At a 7 July LIG meeting serious concern was expressed regarding
the Mansfield '"end the war' amendment. Apparently the Administration is
dismayed to learn that perhaps a dozen senators whose support it had assumed,
such as Chuck Percy and Jim Pearson of the Foreign Relations Committee,
have turned out to be 'fence sitters' despite some active lobbying by Kissinger.
It is planned that after Congress reconvenes, Kissinger will entertain the
'""fence sitters'' at a breakfast and try to win them over, hoping that the
Democratic disarray following the convention, coupled with expected ARVN
military successes, will strengthen his appeal.

5. Armed Services Committee Investigation of LaVelle Case.

Stennis has sent Jim Woolsey and Larry Garcia, of the Committee
staff, to Saigon to investigate the LaVelle case, The station has been alerted
to show them appropriate courtesies but avoid any discussion of the LaVelle
matter.

CONFIENTIAL
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6, Interest in Hersh Articles on ""Rainmaking, "

On 5 July John Goldsmith called to say he had seen Seymour
Hersh's New York Times story of 3 July (Tab F) alleging Agency involvement
in "rainmaking' in Indochina. He said that in view of the concern the story
would probably create on the Hill, he was calling it to Stennis' attention, with
the suggestion that Stennis get himself briefed on the matter so he could
respond to the questions that were likely to come up. In view of Hersh's
second story on the same subject on 9 July (Tab G), we should be ready for
queries by both friend and foe.

. 7. Scheduled Congressional Appearance.

House Foreign Affairs has you tentatively scheduled to appear
on 27 July to discuss Soviet strategic weapons and SALT verification.
Presumably the text you used before Senate Foreign Relations with little or
no modification would be responsive tcytyjir request.

\. / John M. Maury Vv
“JLegislative Counsel

Attachments:
Tabs A -G
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TELEPHONE 202~228-4365

C e CHARLES B. RANGEL : . .
. - 10rh Conerranionat. Dintricy ’
, ’ . ' ) £ 4y TNy £ LT L
Cwemocowene  COngress of the Uanltel Htates Lo
ADMINIDTIRATIVE ASSIGTANT L : PR, . ) Lo N ' DIHTRICT ADMINIZTRATOR
: , Houge of Repredentatives .
Housk OrricE Buning " . . o ’ N 144 WeoT 1237H GTREET
WasHingYon, D.C. 20518 ' : W&B‘f}iﬁgtou, m.@. 20515 - . : . Nm:;:.::;g:‘::i;‘z:oo;mﬂ
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June 28, 1972 o

~John E. Ingersoll, Director

Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
- 1405 T Street, N.W. :

Washington, D.C. 20537

Dear Mr. Ingersoll:
As you know, the Select Committee on Crime has been holding

hearings in New York and Washington on drug use in our public
schools. Each witness makes it more clear that heroin addiction

among our youth cannot be wiped out as long as heroin is smuggled
-into this country. I know that this, too, is your feeling and that %
~ of BNDD.

In order to make it harder for Congress to ignore this critical

ﬂf ”{} .. problem, it is most imperative that we have as much information as

. possible on heroin trafficking and the smuggling of other dangerous
. -drugs. "The World Opium Situation," which your office was kind
. .enough to provide me last year was of great assistance in this regard.
-~ I would deeply appreciate your providing me with the following reports
 as well dealing with international drug traffic:
+ .. "Opium Production and Movement in the Near East and South Asia“
-+ "The Cocaine Situation in Latin America®
. "Chemical Requirements for Opium Refining in Southeast Asia“
 "The I1licit Production and Movement of Opiates in Latin America"
- "Opium Poppy Cultivation in Northern Thailand"
Opium Production and Movement in Southeast Asia"
“Paraguay--Heroin Crossroads of South America
“Recent Trends in the I1licit Narcotics Market in Southeas:t Asia"
- "The French-Turkish Connection: The Movement of Opium and Morphine
- Base from Turkey to France."

e Thank you for your attention to this most important request.
- With best regards, I am, - - ﬂfj? :

. .C ,rfqet}?ﬁy, /%@D _
7 / v'g "ﬁ e 4’3‘4 A ‘? ﬂfﬁi‘{/ .
Ll ng\/@% -

CiiaT 'e¥ B. Range
4 Member: of Congress
| ,'CBR:e_ e |
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wn WASHINGTON--RLP. CHARESL RANGEL, D-N.Y., SAID TODAY A
"PARANOID QULST FOR S:iCRECY” IN THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIa)
THUERMER IS KiiPING INFORMAT ION ABOUT DRUG TRAFFIC IN SOUTHLAST ASIA FROM TH:
LEGCO AMZRICAN PUBLIC. '
RANG:L, A MEIMBER OF THL HOUSE SELLCT COMMITTEL ON CRIME, SAID THi
CIA HAS CONSIST-NILY REFUS:D HIS REQUESTS FOR REPORTS ON OPIUM AND
HiROIN TRAFFICKING IN THE AR:A, ALTHOUGH SOM: ARE ALREADY PUBLIC
KNOWLEDG. OR ARL AVAILABLE FROM OTH:R AGCZNCIES., 4
"THIS BUREAUCRATIC BUNGLING AND PARANGID QUEST FOR SECRECY ON THE
PART OF TH- CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY HAS PRwV:NTED CONGRESS FROM
sFFe CTIVELY DETERMINING WHICH OF OUR SO~-CALLED *ALLIES® ARE
PROFITELRING IN H:ROIN,”™ H: SAID IN A STATEM:ENT, “EACH CITIZEN HAS
THL FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT IS IN THES: REPORTS -~ WHICH
GOV:-RNMi NTS ALLOW DRUG PRODUCTION TO FLOURISH AT THr LXPLNSF OF OUR
CHILDRLN®S LIVES.,"
RANG:L SAID NINE REPORTS HE IS SEELKING FROM TH: CIA NAME THr
INDIVIDUALS, TRIB:S, GOV:RNM-NT OFFICERS AND PLAC:S INVOLVED ‘IN
H:ROIN TRAFFICKING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. BUT He SAID THE AGENCY HAS
(LASSIFI.D TH: REPORTS AND HAS REFUSED TO GIVZ THEM TO HIM. 5
"IT 1S TIM: FOR THE CIA TO STOP PLAYING GAM:S AND TO STOP COVERING
UP FOR TH: INTERNATIONAL M:RCHANIS OF DEATH essy” HE SAID,
YM 7-10

ot Kok

Comment: Thuermer and Maury have copies,

These commente represent the initial and tentative reaotion of the
Office of Curvant Tnta? Tl mmwman = .
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IV. CIA AND AIR AMERICA INVOLVEMENT

Nelson Gross quoted the Managing Director of Air America, who called my
‘chaxgo that Air America aircraft have been transporting opium "utterly and
absolutely false." Air America's involvement has been confirmed by Gen. OQuane
and by Gen. Thao Ma, former commander of the Laotian Air Force, who refused
to carry opium for Gen. Cuane. : -

5

I spent six days in August, 1971 in the opium-growing Meo village of
Long Pot, Laos.  Ger Su Yang, the District officer, told me:

Meo officers with three or four stripes [captain or more] came from
Long Tieng to buy our opium. They came in American helicopters,
perhaps two or three men at one time. The helicopter leaves. them
here for a few days and they walk to villages over there, thén come
back here and radioed Long Tieng to send another helicopter for them.
They take the opium back to Long Tieng.

This account was verified by everyono I talked with. Ger Su Yang also
reported that the helicopter pilots were always Americans. Flora Lewis,
writing in The Washington Post on July 23, 1971, said: '

The CIA has changed its rules in an attempt to stop the use of its
private airline, Air America, for transport of drugs [opium and
heroin] in Laos. Although only two months ago CIA director Richard
Helms adamantly denied there had been any agency involvement in this
traffic, he is now said to have told a secret Congre551ona1 hearing
that there was involvement but it has stopped. T

i i
yll. o
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RACINE, Wisconsin 53403 . nn@i iu ﬁ 4 515 C.ANNBON’LHOUSE OFFICE
414-632-8194 : UILDING
210 Dovse Stater - ZHouge of Repregentatives 202-225-3034
JANESVILLE, WisconsIN 53545 @ . » »
C Washington, B.LC. 20515
CONG ‘ :

June 27, 1972

Mr. Richard Helms, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.

- Dear Mr_‘Helms:

I am publicly releasing today substantial new evidence
~that indicates that U.S. pilots flying CIA-operated hellcopters
have been smuggling opium inside Laos. These allegations
are contained in a letter and additional information that
I have received from Mr. Alfred McCoy, author of a forth-
coming book on heroin traffic in Southeast Asia. If these
allegations are true, then the CIA is implicated in fostering
the drug traffic that ruins the lives of tens of thousands
of Americans.

I am writing to you today to request that you thoroughly
investigate Mr. McCoy's allegations. Since Mr. McCoy obtained
his information last summer, it is imperative to determine
whether this kind of drug trafficking is still going on. A
principal unanswered question which the CIA must resolve is:
"At what level in the CIA were officials aware of this illicit
drug traffic?". Y

‘oer of Cpngress

LA :bk
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ~— Extensions of Remarks

CIA DOES NOT SMUGGLE OPIUM

Ty b XA AT AN W] : 1y 33:'-\
HON, CHARLES 5. GUBSER
OF CAIIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursdoy, June 29, 1972

Mr. GUBSER. Mr, Speaker, 011ce again
there has been an upsurge in charges
alleging direet CIA involvement in drug
{traffic in Souiheast Asin. 'These allega-
tlons have proven false in the past, Last

year I personally looked into similar.
charges and I am satisfled mysell that

they were without substance. Moreover,
in April 1971, Mr. Richord Iielms, Di-
rector of Central Intelligence, raade &
public categorical denlal of Agency in-
volvement in drug traflic before the

American Society of Newspaper Editors.’

He has personally reaffivmed this denial
to me, What the facts actually demi-
onstrated was that the CIA is cooperating
closely with other Government ageacies
in a concerted effort to curb the world

Sdrug trafie. The efforts of these ULS,

agencies are designed (o persuade cow-
tries, which for cenfuries have accepted
the growth or local consumpbion of illicit
drugs, to take sfringeat steps against
suclh practices. They are also cooperating
to eliminate the fiow of these drugs into
the United States,

Most recenily, Mr., Alfred MeCoy, a
graduate student who is aboub to pub-

lish & book on the drug traflic in Sovih-

east Asia, bas made the same charges
agalnst the CIA. In early June, he alred
tus chavges befove a Senate subcorme-
ndtfee and received considerable pub-
eity, Inmunediately aller My, MoCoy's
testimony, Mr. Nelson Gross, senior ade-
viser to the Secretary of Siale and Jo-
ordinator f{or International Narcolics
NMatters, publicly and in detail refuted
Wr, MeCoy's charges. I regret that these
silegations have been given further pube-
licity in a statement by a Member of
this body when he published dn the
Cowarussional Reconro of June 89, a le-
ter. he has dirvecled to Mre. Helms, re-
questing an investigation of the allega-

Ctions made by My, MoCoy.

. Mr. Spealker, Divector Helms' denial of
charges that CIA has been involved in
ihe drug traffic hes been confirmed by
other senior U.S., Governmend officials.
There hes been no substsice to the
chinrges that have been leveled and it is
most vegrettable that the CXa must be
the continual target ol a« tactic which
serves to undermine positive efforts thal
are belng taken urcier difficult cireum-
stances to curk drag traflicking. Those
few who promote false sccusations to the
contrary undermine the good work that

- is being done and the personal integrily

of hiigh officials of our Gc:yemment. 1can
assure the Merabers of this body and ali
American citizens that ouwr Government

is cornxnitted 100 percent to solving the

dirug probdem,

Mr., Speaker, while i Is undortunate
that these old charges have been publice
iy alred again, Y belleve that My, Helms'

<letter of June 48 on this subject should

als0 be included in the Rzconn:
' CENTAAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY,
OrFrice oF TaE DIREOTOR,
June 28, 1972,
Hou, Les Aspiw,
House of Represeniatives,
Washington, D.C.

Dean M, Aarin: The Congressionsl Record
of June 27, 1972, carries a letter addressed
t me by you anmounciug your release of
“substantial new evidence that indicatos U.8.
pilots {lying CIA operated hellcopters have
heen smuggling oplum inside Laos,”

"1 have yet to receive your letter. Pending
its receipt, however, I ahall begin a thorough
investigation of this alleged “new evidenco’”
and will advise you in due course of the re-
sulés, In thls connection, I call fto your at-
tention the testimony of Mr, Nelson Gross,
Benior Advisor to the Secretary of Stabe snd
Coordinator for International Narcotics Mat-~
ters, before the Corgressional Inguiry Re-
grrding Iuternational Navcoties Traflic on
June 9, 1072, He there quoted the Alr Amer-
icn Munaging Director's statement that Mr,
Altvred MaCoy's allegation beforve the For-
eign Operations Subcoramittiee of the Senate
Appropriations Committee that Alr America
aiverald have besu transporting oplum in

- Northern Laos on a regular basis is “utterly

and absolutely false.”

In the interim, X wish to relterate strongly
what I have sald publlicly to the Amerviea
Society of Newspaper Hditors:

“There ia the sirant nonsenss that the
Central Intelilgonca Agency is somehow in-
volved in the world drug tradic, We are not,
Ag fathers, wo are as concerncd about the
lives of our childven and grandehtliren as
ave wil ol you. As an Ageancy, in fact, we
wre heavily engaged In tracing the foreign
roots of the drug trafic for the Buresu of
Nareotics snd Dangerous Drugs. We hope we
are helping with o solution; we know we
are not contrlbuting vo the problem.”

In sddition, you will have no doubt toticed
i the Congressional Record of June 2, 1871,
that Congressman Charles Gubser cited o
lettor from Mr., John Ingersoll, Director of
the Burcan of Narcotics and Dangerous
Drugs, attesting to the fact that this Agency

hog teken & great nuwmber of steps sgninst
the noreodles trade. Further, we have ju
sued the strongeat instructions, and bave
most vigorously enforeed them, to prohibis
any inadvoriens use of OIA facilities by narw
cotics smugpglers, :

In the light of these well-establisbed posi«
blons, we find {6 dissppedntlog to be suie
Jeated Lo the type of public sllegation rep-
resented by graduate stedent McCoy's ase-
serbions of “new evidence,” the Innusndo in
wihich can only dishesrten CIA personnel of
houor and integrity working against thls
nofarious trade,

L nave taken the Uberty of sending a copy
of this letter to Congressmun Gubser Dee
couse of bis interest 1u these matters.

Sincerely, ’
: Rroxard Fzums, Direcior,

June 30, 1972
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OLC 72-0768

5 July 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJ‘ECT; Senate Armed Services Committee Interest in Hersh
Story re '""Rainmaking"

1. This morning John Goldsmith, of the Senate Armed Services
Committee staff, called to say that the New York Times story by Seymour
Hersh of 3 July 1972 (copy attached) was attracting considerable interest
and would no doubt be the subject of formal inquiry during upcoming Senate
deliberations. He said the subject might be brought up in connection with
discussion of the pending "end the war' amendment to the Foreign Assistance
Authorization bill, and almost certainly would come up in connection with
the discussion of Indochina when the Defense Procurement bill came up.

2. Goldsmith said he wanted to let us know that for the above reasons
he felt he should call the matter to the attention of Chairman Stennis, and
was therefore preparing a note for Stennis (now out of town) suggesting that
Stennis get himself briefed on the subject and be forearmed with information
necessary to respond to the questions which are likely to come up.

3. I told Goldsmith that I knew nothing about the substance of these
allegations but appreciated his alerting us.

\J JOHN M. MAURY _ V4
Legislative Counsel
Att.
Distribution:
Original - Subject
1 -A/DCI
1 - Ex/Dir
oup 1

o Excludeg Rimm automatic
1 -C/FE. ' nowngrading aad
1l -« SAVA @"am v e M geclassification
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Cloud Seeding in Indochina Confirmed—

imain godi was (o increase the|[Cism on the part of some meme
[duration of the southwest mon-{bers of the Johnson Adminisira-
15001, which spawns high-rising ['tion, military men apparently
cumulus clouds — those most| took the weather modification

ii Chemical Also Employed to Foil Radar

oted

. Spe

WASHINGTON, July 2—The
United States has been sceretly
sceding clouds over North Vi-
elnam, Laos and South Viet-
nam to increase and control the
rainfall for military purposes.

Government sources, both ci-
vilian and military, said during
.an extensive series of - inter-
views that the Air Foice cloud-
sceding program  has been

fusity

By SE¥MOUR M., HERSH

to Che New York Thiacs

aimed most recently at hinder-t.

ing moveament of. North Viet-
Jamese troops and equipinent

@nd suppressing enemy andiair-

leraft missile fire,

The disciosure  confirmed
growing speculation in Con-
gressional and scientific circles
about the use of weather mod-
ification in Southeast Asia, De-
spite years of experiments with
rainmaking in the United States
and clsewhere, sciontists -ave
not sure they -understand its
long-tern effect on the ecology
of a reglon, ‘

Some Opposed Erogram

The weather manipulation in
Indochina, which was first
tried in South Vietnam in 1863,
is the first confirmed use of
meteorological . warfare., Al
thouglt it is not prohibited by
any international conventions
on warfare, artifical rainmak-
ling has been strenuously op-

poused by some “State Depart-
ment officlals,
I could not be determined
whether the opevations were
being conducted in councction
with the cuwrrent North Viet-
namese  offensive  or  the
rencwed American bombing of
the North.
Eifectiveness Doubted

Beginning in 1967, some
State Deparument officials pro-
Jgested that the United States,
by deliberutely altering the nat-
ural rainfail in parts of Indo-
china, was taking environmen-
tal risks of unknown propor-
itions, But many advocates of

the operation have found litlle}]! .-

wrong with using weather mod-

“What's worse,” one official
asked,
rain?"” ,

All of the officials ‘inter-
viewed said that the  United
States did not have the capabil-
ity to cause heavy flooding dur-
ing the summer in the northern
parts of North Vietnam, where
serious flooding occurred last
year,

Officially, the White House
and State Depaciment declined
cominent on the use of mete-
orological warfare, “This s one
of those things where no one
is going to say anything,” one
official said.

Most  officialszinterviewed
agreed that -ihe sceding. bad
accomplished one of its main
objectives — muddying roads
and flooding lines of cormmuni-
calion,* But there weore also
many military and Government
officials who expressed doubt
that the project had caused any
dramatlc resulls,

The sources, without provid-
ing details, . also said that a

<

method had been developed for!

treating clouds with a chemical
that eventually ' produced an
acidic rainfall capable of foul-
ing the operation of North Viet-
namese radar equipment used
for directing surface-to-air mis-
silcs,

In addition {o hampering
SAM  missiles  and  delaving
North Vietnamese infiliration,
the " raimmaking program  had
the following purposes:

GProviding rain and  cloud
cover {or Infiltration of South
Vietnamese commando and in-
telligenee  teams into  North
Vietnam,

fServing as a “speilar” for
North Vielnamese attacks and
raids in South Vietnam.

" CAltering or ailoring  the
rain patterns cver Noth Viet-
nam &and Laos to aid United
States bombing wmissions, -
v §Diverting North Vietnamese
imen and material from military
operations to keep muddied
roads and other lines of com-
munication in operation,
Heyed To lionsoon

“The cloude-seeding onerations

“dropping bhombs or

S0
Y

susceptible to cloud seceding—
«over the panhandle arecas of
Laos and North Victham from
May to early' October, The long.
er rainy. scason thus would give
the Air Torce more opportun-
ity to trigger rainstorms. i

"“We were trying to arrange
the weather pattern to suit our
convenience,” said one former
Government official who had
i detailed knowledge of the opor-
ation.

According to interviews, the
 Central Intelligence Agency in-
“itiated the use of cloud-seeding
Pover Hue; in the northera part
(ol South Vietnam. *“We first

one former C.IA.
agent said, “when. the Diem
regime  was  having  all that
trouble with the Buddhists.”

“They would  just  stand
around during demonstrations
wlhen the police threw tear £as
“'at them, but we noticed that
dwhen  the. rains came they

of 1943,

nagent said.

SThe  agency pot an  Alr
Im‘ncriczx Beecheralt and had
it rigged up with silver iodide,”
be said. “There was another
rdemonstration and we seeded
ithe arca, It rained.”

A similar cloud-sceding was
carried out by C.LA, aircraft in
Saigon at least once during the
‘sunimer of 1964, the former
ageint said. .

Expanded to Trail ,

The Intelligence Apency ex:!
panded its cloud-seeding activi-
ties 1o the Ho Chi Minlt supply
itrail in Laos somctime in the
niddle nincteen-sixties, a num-
ber  of Goverment  sources
said, By 1967, the Air Force
had become involved although,
as one former Government of-
fleial said, “the agency was.
calling-all the shots.,” . )
“Ialwiys assuimed the agen-

had a mandate from the
White House to do it,” hc
added. . e
i A number of former CIA, and.
thigh-ranking Johnson Adminis-;
tration  officials depicted the
joperations along the trail as
experimental. o

The state of the art had not
(yet advanced to the point where
it was possible to predict the
results of a sceding operation
willi &ny degree: of confidence,
ane Government official said. )
“We used to go out [lying|!

i

cy

used that stuff in about August||

pwoulda't stay on,” the former|-

‘around and looking for a cer- ‘7

program much more seriously.

According {0 a  document
conlained in - the Peatagon)
papers, the Defense Departe
ment's secret history of the war,
weather modification was onc!
of seven bhasic options for stepsi
ping up the-war that were pre-|
sented on request by the Joint!
‘Chiefs of Staff (o the White!
House in late February, 1967,

The document deseribed the!
weather program over Laog—
‘officially Inown as Operation
;Pop-}iyc——-as an attempt  “'Loj
ireduce trafficability along infil-
tration routes.”. S

Authorization Needeg
It said  thal Presidential
lauthorizalion was “required (o
dmplement operational phuse of
weather  modification ™ process
previously  successfully  tested
and evaluated in same arca.”
The brief summary concluged
by stating that “risk of conts
promise is minimal,"”

A similar option was cited
In another 1967 working docu-
ment published in the I’cnmgoni
papers. Neither attracted any
immadiate public atiention,

The Laos cloud-sceding op-
erations did proveke, however,
a lengthy and Dbitter, wulbeit
seeret, dispute inside the John-
son Administration in 1067, A
team of Stale Department at
torneys and officials protested
that the use ‘of cloud-seeding
was a dangerous precedent for
the United States,

“I felt that the military and
agency hadn't analyzed it to
determine if it was in our
interest,” one official who was
involved in the dispute sall.
He also was concerned over
the rigid secrecy of the project,
he -said, “although it might
have been all right to keep it
secret if you did it once and
didn't want the precedent to
become known.” '

The general feeling was sum-
marized by one former State
Department officiall who said
he was concerned that the
rainmaking “might violate what
we considered the general rule
of the -thumb for an illegal
weapon of war—something
that would cause unusual suf-
fering or dispropriate damage.”
There also was concern. hel
added, because of the unknown
ccotogical risks, -

A Nixon Adminlstration ofe.
ficial said that he belicved the
lrst use of weather modifis

l

tain cloud formation,” the offi-!
cial said, “And we made a lot of}
mistakes, Once we  dGumved

cation over North  Vietnam
toolt place in Jate 1668 or carly
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-/11\.
o antiaireraic
o hit American jets
pnn}mndlo region 0
Laotian border,

Over the next {wo ycam.
{his official added, “it scemed
to get more impoxtcmt—wihc T
ports were coming ore fre-
quently.”

1t could not he Jearncd how
many specilic missions ™ were
carried out in any year,

Onewell-informed souree said
that Navy scientists were re-
sponsible for developing a new
kind of chemical agent cffec-
iive in the warm stralus clouds
that often shiclded many key
antiaiveraft sites in northern:
parts of North Vietnam, :

The chomica], he said, “pro-
duced a rain that had an acidic
quality to it and it would foul
up micchanical equipmeni=like
radars, chks and tanks.”
©This wasn't (mmm)ly in our
planmn;:,” the offici al added,

“it was a refinement.”

issiies
in the
car the

Whidiy

cloud-secding  missions  were
conducted over North Vietnam
and Laos shoply to confuse of
“atleouate”—a - word used hy
many military men=—{he radar
cquipment that contrels anti-
aireralt anissiles. The planes
used for such operations, C-
130%, nust fly at relatively
slow speeds and at altitudes no
greater than 22,000 {eet to dis-
perse the raimmaking chemicals
eliectively,

A number of officials con-
{iraed that cloud seeding had
been widely used in South Viet-
Jnam, pacticularly in the north
along the Laos border. “"We
tricd {o use it in connection
with air and ground opera-
tions,"” a mililary officer ox-
plained.

One 'Governmeént official ex-
plained more explicitly that “if
you were expecting a raid from
their side, you would try to
control the weather to make
it more difficult.” This official
estimated that more than half
of the actual cloud-seeding
operations in 1969 and 1970
took place in South Victnam.

Much of the basic rescarch
was provided by Navy scien-
tists, and the secding operations
were flown by the Air Weather

Apparcatly, many Al Foree|

Service’ of the Adr Force.
By 1987, or possibly cmhex.

the Air Force flights were orige
inating from a special opera-

it Thailand. No more than four
C-130’s, and usually only two,
were assighed in the highly
restricted section of the base.
Tach plane was capable of car-
‘rying out more than one mis-
sion on one flight.

One former high-ranking of-
ficial said in an interview that
by the end of 1971 the pro-
gram, which had been given at
least three different code names
since the middle hincteen-six«
ties, was under the dircct cons
trol of the White House.

Sanitized Copy Approvéd for Release 2009/10/29 :

tions group at Udorn' air base

many  cusualy  weli-injonved
members of the Nixon Admin-
istration bad been Lept in the
dark,
i In the last year, there have
sbeen  repeated inquiries and
Ipublicly posed questions by
members of Congress abouf the
weather moditication programs
in Soulheast Asia, bul no ace
curate information has heen
provided to themt by the De-
partment of Delense. |
“This kind of thing was a]
bomh, and Henry restricted in-|
{ormation about it to those wi
had to know,” said one well-
placed (:ovcmmont official, re-
ferring to Henry A. Kxbsmg,u'
the President’s adviser on na-|
tional security. .
Nonethless, tie official said,
“1 tmdcmtood it to be a spml-
ing action—that this was de«
scnphve of what was g,omg on

nortih of the DMZ with the
roads and {he SAM sites.”
Another source said  {hat

most of the weather modifica~
tion activitics cventually were
conducted with the ald and sup-
port of the Soulhr Vietnamese.
“T think we were trying to
teach the South Victnamese how
to fly the cioud-seeding mis-
sions,"” the source said, :

It was impossible {0 learn
where the statfing and research
for the secret weather opera-,
tion were carvied odt. Sources;
al the Alr Torce Cambncl('(,L
Research Laboratorics at Hans«j
comb Tield in Dedford, Ma‘ss.,
and at the Alr Weather Service
Jeadquarters, while acknowls l
‘edging that they bad heard OL]
.the sceret operation, said they
ha -dno infoumnation about its
research center,

One Government source did
say that a group was ‘‘now
evaluating the program to see
how much additional rain was
caused,” e woum no(. clabo-
rate.

Sa
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nam. The intent: suppress encmy anti-

missile fire, provide cover for South

Vietnamese commando teams pene-

s .7 trating the North and hinder the..

o [
L ]

L ]\‘
i:'l\;\,S

Weapon™

i
. WASHINGTON—Dr. Gordon J. F.
i ‘MacDonald, a prominent geophysicist
)l
¢ “president of the Defense Department’s
. JInstitute of Defense Analysis, pub-
* lished in 1968 a little-noted but chilling
study on the military potential of

N

oy,
.

'
oy

' “materological warfare. He listed a num--

‘ber of options available to those who

‘would choose to tamper with nature.

JAmong them!

" a Altering the world's temperature
“by rocketing materials into the carth's
.upper atmosphere to either absorb light
“(thereby cooling the surface below) or
" absorb outgoing heat (thereby heating

the surface below). This technique '

“¢ould be targeted at a specific area.

< Triggering tidal waves by sets
oing off a series -of underground ex-
plosions along the edge of the Conti-
-nental Shelf, or by producing a natural
.earthquake. A guided tidal wave could

Jbg, achieved by correctly shaping the .

energy-release sources. S
“" @ Changing the pbysical makeup

of the atmosphere by creating, withy

a’ rocket or similar weapon, a “hole”
in the important ozone layer betwecn
=10 and 30 miles up that is responsible
-{or absorbing much of the ultra-violet
dight cast from the sun, Without the

-protective layer of ozone, a molecular -

Jorm of oxygen, the radiation would '

.be fatal to all human, plant and animal
life that could not take shelter in the
. affected area below, '

. Dr. MacDonald (who is now a
‘member of the White House Council on
~Lnvironmental Quality) made it clear
-that his essay was based only on spec-

- ulation. Last week, however, it became .

" +known that at least part of his maca-

[

- bre weather arsenal had been secretly
.in use by the United States since the
alQGO'S. ‘ :

«wrAlr Force pIanes; supported by the
Central Intelligence Agency, have been

-y

" movement of men and materiél from |

" North Vietnam into the South.
"The first experimental rain-raaking

{. - mission was flown by the C.ILA, in

South Vietnam in 1963, but it was not

. until 1965 that a group of Air Force

scientists officially was ordered to
' “start thinking of ways to turn nature
into a military tool. )

‘storming session,” said one of the

“We all sat down in a big brain- '

1
]
?
I
I
|

i
I
|

scientists who participated at the Air |

who had just completed a tour as vice . Force Cambridgé Rescarch Labora-

, . tories at Hanscomb Field near Bedford, ./

Mass. “The idea was to increase the

/. rain and reduce the trafficability in all |

of Southeast Asia.”

~ Within a year, the Air Force and '
+ C.LA. began a highly secret rain-mak-

Eye,” There were heated protests from

, the State Depariment,' and eventually .
- a directive from the Secretary of De- -

"‘fense Robert S, McNamara ordering a

‘halt to the project. Instead, well- .

qualified sources said last week, “it
. -weni underground--into the dark,”

‘From 1869 through at least early
~this year, weather warfare was a
+ covert operation being directed by the
« Joint Chiefs of Staff with White House
, acquiescence,

The fact that the program existed

at all came to light only last week in
+The New York Times. But, despite an
" extensive investigation, it could not be
learned how successful the program
had been, how many missions were
*conducted or whether it was still being
~used in connection with the heavy

bombing of North Vietnam that fol- |

lowed the enemy offensive last April.

«cally feasible. Scientists have learned
rthat rain  fall can be increased
by as much as 40 per cent after seed-
ing clouds by aircraft with silver-io-
- dide particles. Other chemicals, includ-

,ing project over the Ho Chi Minh Trail *;
-4.in Laos, known as "Operation Pop-

Making rain has long been techni-

——

. ing dry ice, also have been used with :

_success, both in the United States and
“in Southeast Asia. '

“‘acknowledge that there is little precise

Military and Government specialists .

scientific knowledge of the short-range
« impact of cloud seeding and practi-

-.~cally none of the long-range ecological '

“effect of changing the amount of .

natural rainfall. Somo sciontists have

iother ecological stresses suc

'
"

i

“either abuse wo

[

N “already has robbe

“

" pability by d

h as air
d pesticides, may have a
effect—that is, resuit in

hanges far greater than
uld have caused by .

pollution an
synergistic
collective ¢

jtself.

In Indochina, where heavy bombing .

scape of its natural water-holding ca-
estroying foliage and trees,

! artifically induced rains may result in

far greater flooding - than expected, .

“:along with heavier soil erosion. .~ &
‘o Technically, ‘there are no interna«

it . . v
g : P

d much of the land- ;

¢
\
i

‘

g

tional agrecments outlawmg _such war- .
fare. But Government officials made .

|
'
"

Iy

0
¥
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“ action, The issue, one w¢

clear last week that the weather-mak-
ing activity of

shielded from public view because of

be regarded as the impropricty of the
l-informed

official said, was.one in which }_Ienry
A. Kissinger, the Presigent’s nationals

' official said,
information about it to those who had
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the -Air Force was '°

hite House sensitivity to what could ../,

N VI Ry {f
e et ¢l
DATE _[r.b 4 /M40 & PAGE AN
. waging a systematic war of rain on. ‘ . .
the infiltration trails of Laos, Cam- ' L. ine that weather
o . . N ! sublished data suggesting tha ) |
- bodia, North Vietnam and South Viet- flmdification. i combination  with | -

‘“

" security adviser, took a personal ?'and. o
;" wThis kind of thing was a bomb,” the
“and Henry restricted «



